Washington Rural Health Association

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Thursday, March 19, 2009
Red Lion Hotel at the Park, Spokane, Washington

4:45-6:00 P.M.

I. Call to Order

Welcome and introduction of Board Members and Guests
II. Overview of WRHA Activities in 2008 

Carole Halsan, President:
C. Halsan identified that projects will be discussed at further length during the meeting.  Activities include: Dual Membership with NRHA, Website Development, Proposal to work with State AHECs, and the project working in conjunction with the Statewide Office of Rural Health.
Treasurer Report: Information on association finances was reviewed by membership.  Motion to approve was seconded and approved.  
III. Election of Board Members

Jeannette Weyrich, President


Presentation of nominations 


Nominations from the floor

Paul Lewis, Chuck Baker and Vicky Brown presented a brief introduction of their backgrounds to the Membership.  Mark Barglof was not able to attend. 
Nominations were closed.  Moved and seconded from the floor to approve the slate of candidates to serve as WRHA Board members.  Motion approved and new board members approved.   Bill Plummer and John Franco were approved to serve another term as WRHA Board member.  
IV. Reports  

Statewide Office of Rural Health: John Hanson 
Discussed how the office is working with Federal grants to match with state funds in the Loan Repayment program.  J. Hanson introduced the new program director of the Higher Ed Board.  
V. Presentations
1. Creating a Strategic Development Relationship Between the Washington Rural Health Association and the Area Health Education Centers of Washington  

Chris Blodgett, PhD.  Director, AHEC of Eastern Washington, Laurie Wylie, Director, Western Washington AHEC:

The concept was presented in which the WRHA would work with the AHECs to develop opportunities to generate grants that would assist in improvement of health care in the rural communities:    The AHECs would seek projects that may be beneficial to rural communities; the WRHA would have rights of approval to move forward with any grant.  WRHA would be the fiscal agent and the AHEC would be the contracting entity and manage the grants.  
Discussion:  A concern was expressed related to a conflict of interest.  The consensus from membership was to move forward with the evaluation of the potential.  The information from membership will be discussed at the WRHA Board meeting.  
2. Joint Planning Program on Conservancy of Quality Programs in Rural Communities: WRHA, WWAHEC, AHECEW, WWAMI, SWORH: Carole Halsan, Pre: 

Identified the project that would identify communities in which discussions related to the provision of health care has begun.  Once these communities are identified, interaction with community leader would begin.  The goal is to identify what communities perceive as crucial for providing quality health care.  Once identified, action plans can be developed to provide quality services.  
3. Membership/Communications Committee: Presentation of New Website. 
John McLean and representative from Spokane-Web presented a brief review of the new WRHA website.  J. McLean also noted that members of our organization are now able to have a dual membership with the National Rural Health Association at a 20% discount.   When renewals are forwarded in the future, a new application form will be provided.  It is not necessary to join both Associations but the opportunity is now available.    
VI. New Business
Carole Halsan, President:

Presentation of 2009-2010 Board of Directors
Recognition of 2008-2009 Board of Directors  

VII. Announcements

1. The Board of Directors will hold its business meeting from 

12:15-4:00 p.m. on Friday, March 20, 2009

2. Reminder of evening no-host dinner. 
VIII. Meeting was adjourned at 6:00 PM
Respectfully submitted:

Gary J. Smith, PhD, FACHE

WRHA Coordinator
